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Fani Willis acknowledges a 'personal relationship' with prosecutor 
she hired in Trump's Georgia case 


By KATE BRUMBACK 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Fulton 
County 
District 
Attorney 
Fani Willis acknowledged in 
a court filing on Friday hav- 
ing a "personal relationship" 
with a special prosecutor 
she hired for the Georgia 
election interference case 
against former President 
Donald Trump but argued 
there are no grounds to dis- 
miss the case or to remove 
her from the prosecution. 
Willis hired special prosecu- 
tor Nathan Wade in No- 
vember 2021 to assist her 
investigation into whether 
the Republican ex-president 
and others broke any laws 
as they tried to overturn his 
loss in the 2020 presidential 
election in Georgia. Since 
Trump and 18 others were in- 
dicted in August, Wade has 
led the team of lawyers Willis 
assembled to prosecute the 
case. 
Among the acts listed in 
the indictment was a Jan. 
2, 2021, phone call in which 
Trump urged fellow Republi- 
can Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger to help "find" 
the 11,780 votes needed to 
overturn his election loss to 
Democrat Joe Biden. Trump 
has pleaded not guilty, and 
his attorneys have said he 
was within his rights to chal- 
lenge election results. 
The filing was the first time 
that Willis or Wade has di- 
rectly addressed the alle- 
gations of a relationship in 
the nearly four weeks since 
they first surfaced in a filing 
by a defendant in the elec- 
tion case. In an affidavit 
accompanying the filing, 
Wade said that in 2022, he 
and the district attorney had 
developed a personal rela- 
tionship in addition to their 
"professional 
association 
and friendship." 
But he also said that he 
had never lived with Willis or 
shared a financial account 
or household expenses with 
her. He said that none of the 
funds paid to him as part of 
the job have been shared 
with Willis, an attempt to 
undercut defense lawyer 
claims of a conflict of inter- 
est. 
Wade described himself 
and Willis as "both financially 


independent professionals; 
expenses or personal travel 
were roughly divided equal- 
ly between us." 
"At times," Wade said, "I 
have made and purchased 
travel for District Attorney 
Willis and myself from my 
personal funds. At other 
times District Attorney Willis 
has made and purchased 
travel for she and I from her 
personal funds." 
"I have no financial interest 
in the outcome of the 2020 
election interference case 
or in the conviction of any 
defendant," he wrote. 
The Friday filing by Willis' 
team came in response to 
a motion filed last month by 
defense attorney Ashleigh 
Merchant, who represents 
Trump co-defendant Mi- 
chael Roman. The motion 


alleged that Willis and Wade 
were in an inappropriate ro- 
mantic relationship that cre- 
ated a conflict of interest. It 
said Willis personally prof- 
ited from the case, saying 
she had paid Wade more 
than $650,000 for his work 
and then benefited when 
Wade used his earnings to 
pay for vacations the pair 
took together. 
Roman asked the judge to 
dismiss the case and to have 
Willis and Wade and their 
offices barred from further 
prosecuting the case. Trump 
and at least one other co- 
defendant, Georgia attor- 
ney Robert Cheeley, have 
filed motions to join Roman's 
effort to dismiss the indict- 
ment and remove Willis from 
the case. 
Fulton County Superior Court 


Judge Scott McAfee, who's 
presiding over the election 
case, has set a Feb. 15 hear- 
ing on Roman's motion. Wil- 
lis and Wade are among a 
dozen witnesses Merchant 
has subpoenaed to testify at 
that hearing, and Friday's fil- 
ing says the district attorney 
plans to ask McAfee to toss 
out those subpoenas. 
The Friday filing asks McAfee 
to dismiss the motions with- 
out a hearing, saying they 
"have no merit." 
Steve Sadow, Trump's lead 
attorney in the Georgia 
case, said Willis is asking the 
judge "to turn a blind eye to 
her alleged personal and 
financial misconduct" and 
says her only goal is to stop 
the Feb. 15 hearing. Though 
she admitted to the relation- 
ship, Sadow said, "she fails 
to provide full transparency 
and necessary financial de- 
tails." 
Merchant did not imme- 
diately respond to a text 
message seeking comment 
Friday afternoon. 
Willis' team's filing argues 
that Willis has no financial 
or personal conflict of inter- 
est that justifies removing her 
or her office from the case. 
The filing calls the allegations 
"salacious" and says they 
"garnered the media atten- 
tion they were designed to 
obtain." 
Anthony Michael Kreis, a 
Georgia 
State 
University 
law professor who's been 
following the case, said this 
was "as strong a response as 
she could have made," not- 
ing that the filing acknowl- 
edged the relationship, ex- 
plained the timing and ad- 
dressed the financial issues. 
"I'm just left with the question 
of why did they not respond 
sooner," he said. "As a legal 
matter, I think it's done. As a 
political matter, it still seems 
a little messy." 
Trump and other critics of 
Willis have capitalized on 
allegations about the rela- 
tionship between Willis and 
Wade, using them to try to 
cast doubt on the legitima- 
cy of the case. The former 
president has also accused 
Willis — and the prosecutors 
in three other criminal cases 
against him — of engaging 
in political attacks as he ap- 


pears poised to become the 
2024 Republican nominee 
for president. 
Willis, an elected Demo- 
crat, is up for reelection this 
year. The personal relation- 
ship with Wade does seem 
to contradict a statement 
she said while running to 
become district attorney 
in 2020. During an appear- 
ance on public access tele- 
vision, she said, "I certainly 
will not be choosing people 
to date that work under me, 
let me just say that." 
Roman's motion questions 
Wade's qualifications to be 
involved in a complex pros- 
ecution under Georgia's 
anti-racketeering law. 
The response from the dis- 
trict attorney fiercely de- 
fended Wade's qualifica- 
tions to lead the prosecu- 
tion team, saying he "has 
long distinguished himself 
as an exceptionally talented 
litigator with significant trial 
experience." 
Exhibits attached to the filing 
include pictures of awards 
Wade has received over 
the years for his legal work. 
Willis also attached Face- 
book posts from Merchant 
in 2016 supporting Wade's 
campaign 
to 
become 
a Cobb County Superior 
Court judge. In one post, 
Merchant described Wade 
as "ethical" and said he has 
"demonstrated his ability to 
be fair and impartial." 
During an address at a his- 
toric Black church in Atlanta 
about a week after Roman's 
motion was filed, Willis sug- 
gested that questioning of 
Wade's qualifications and 
her decision to hire him was 
rooted in racism. 
In joining Roman's motion, 
Trump attorney Steve Sa- 
dow had accused her of 
inappropriately 
injecting 
racism into the case. Willis' 
filing in response says her 
public comments were "well 
within all legal and ethical 
rules and guidelines." 
Sadow rejected that, say- 
ing, "Apparently, the DA be- 
lieves she can make public 
out-of-court 
statements 
about race, this case, and 
the defendants whenever 
she wants, and the Court is 
powerless to punish her by 
disqualification."q 


Special prosecutor Nathan Wade speaks during a motions hear- 
ing for former President Donald Trump's election interference 
case, Jan. 12, 2024 in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 


Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis speaks in the Fulton 
County Government Center Aug. 14, 2023, in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 
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By MATTHEW LEE 
AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States will resume 
a long-suspended Peace 
Corps program in the North 
Pacific island of Palau as 
the Biden administration 
continues moves to coun- 
ter growing Chinese influ- 
ence in the region. 
The Peace Corps said Fri- 
day that it would start send- 
ing volunteers back to the 
island in 2025 following an 
agreement reached be- 
tween the agency’s direc- 
tor and Palau’s president, 
whose country is one of the 
few in the world to have 
diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan. “Volunteers will live 


and work side-by-side with 
community partners to im- 
prove childhood literacy 
and math and science skills, 
along with teaching English 
as a foreign language,” 
Peace Corps director Carol 
Spahn said in a statement. 
Palau’s president, Surangel 
Whipps, said the return of 
the Peace Corps reflects 
the strong relationship be- 
tween his nation and the 
United States. He said prior 
Peace Corps members had 
become “an integral part 
of our national family,” and 
he extended his gratitude 
to them and to a program 
he said “has enriched our 
country in countless ways.” 
“To those Peace Corps 


members 
preparing 
to 
come and contribute to 
Palau,” Whipps said, “wel- 
come home.” 
The Peace Corps programs 
in Palau and in the Feder- 
ated States of Micronesia 
began in 1966 but were 
shut down in 2014 after 
more than 4,400 volunteers 
had served there. 
Since then, as China has 
made successful inroads 
in the Pacific, successive 
U.S. administrations have 
sought to improve rela- 
tions with the island na- 
tions, including by opening 
or reopening several em- 
bassies and renegotiating 
cooperation 
agreements 
known as compacts of free 


association last year with 
Palau, Micronesia and the 
Marshall Islands. 
Palau is among the 12 
countries that still recognize 


Taiwan’s statehood and 
do not have diplomatic re- 
lations with Beijing, which 
considers Taiwan to be 
part of Chinese territory. q 


PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa. (AP) 
— Punxsutawney Phil pre- 
dicted an early spring on 
an overcast Friday morn- 
ing at Gobbler’s Knob in 
Pennsylvania, the scene of 
the largest and best-known 
Groundhog Day celebra- 
tion in the United States. 
The annual event is a 
tongue-in-cheek ritual in 
which Phil’s handlers, mem- 
bers of a club with roots in 
the late 19th century, re- 
veal whether the ground- 
hog has seen his shadow. 
Just after sunrise Friday, the 
Punxsutawney Groundhog 
Club announced Phil did 
not see his shadow, which 
will usher in early springlike 
weather. The groundhog 
seeing his shadow presag- 
es six more weeks of winter, 
according to the group. 
Before the announcement, 
President Tom Dunkel, in 
the traditional top hat and 
tuxedo worn by the club’s 
inner circle, explained that 
his cane, handed down 
from previous presidents, 
including his father, gave 
him the power to speak 
“Groundhog-ese” 
and 
that Phil would tell him 
which of two scrolls to use. 
At Dunkel’s direction, the 
crowd helped fire-up the 
groundhog with repeated 


chants of “Phil!” before a 
club member pulled the 
groundhog from a door in 
a stump on the stage and 
held it aloft. 
Dunkel 
and 
other 
club 
members leaned over the 
stump where the ground- 
hog 
sat 
before 
Dunkel 
pointed to one of two 
scrolls with the cane and 
announced that they had 


a decision. 
Vice President Dan McGin- 
ley read the decision, writ- 
ten in verse and filled with 
quips about the ground- 
hog’s envy for humans’ op- 
posable thumbs and hopes 
to garner some Punxsutaw- 
ney Phil write-in votes in 
2024, from the chosen scroll 
and 
announced, 
“Glad 
tidings on this Groundhog 


Day, an early spring is on 
the way!” 
About 10,000 people have 
made their way in recent 
years 
to 
Punxsutawney, 
where festivities begin in 
the dead of night and 
culminate in the midwin- 
ter forecast. A bundled- 
up crowd, some wearing 
groundhog-themed 
hats, 
watched musical perfor- 


mances and fireworks as 
they waited for sunrise and 
the appearance of Punx- 
sutawney Phil. 
Pennsylvania 
Gov. 
Josh 
Shapiro took the stage be- 
fore Phil to urge people 
around the world watch- 
ing the festivities to come 
to Punxsutawney next year. 
Shapiro also announced 
the famed groundhog is 
the new official meteorolo- 
gist for Pennsylvania. 
“Punxsutawney is the cen- 
ter of the universe right now 
and I love that you’re all 
here,” Shapiro said. 
Phil predicts more winter far 
more often than he sees an 
early spring, not a bad bet 
for February and March in 
western Pennsylvania. A 
federal agency took a look 
at his record last year and 
put his accuracy rate at 
about 40%. 
As the morning progressed, 
something like a ground- 
hog consensus emerged, 
backing 
Punxsutawney 
Phil’s 
prognostication 
of 
an early spring. Among 
more than a dozen re- 
ports of weather predicting 
groundhogs in the U.S. and 
Canada early Friday, 10 
were on Phil’s side and just 
three warned of six more 
weeks of winter.q 


Groundhog Club handler A.J. Dereume holds Punxsutawney Phil, the weather prognosticating 
groundhog, during the 138th celebration of Groundhog Day on Gobbler’s Knob in 
Punxsutawney, Pa., Friday, Feb. 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Punxsutawney Phil predicts an early spring at Groundhog Day 
festivities 


This June 20, 2009, file photo shows the Palau Capital 
building,in Melekeok, Palau. 
Associated Press 


U.S. will resume Peace Corps program in Palau as it moves to 
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By JULIE WATSON and HA- 
VEN DALEY 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — More 
storms, rising seas and huge 
waves are taking their toll 
on California’s iconic piers 
that have dotted the Pa- 
cific coast since the Gold 
Rush, posing the biggest 
threat yet to the beach 
landmarks that have be- 
come a quintessential part 
of the landscape. 
At least a half dozen public 
piers are closed after be- 
ing damaged repeatedly 
by storms with multiple at- 
mospheric rivers hitting the 
state over the past year. 
Repair costs have climbed 
into the millions of dollars. 
Among those shuttered is 
the pier in Capitola built 
in 1857 that predates the 
northern California town 
and is a popular spot to 
watch passing whales and 
dolphins. 
Another 
dam- 
aged by storms in San Di- 
ego, the Ocean Beach 
pier, offers a bird’s eye view 
of surfers carving waves 
below. 
More damage is possible 
this year with El Nino, which 
is expected to bring addi- 
tional storms to California 
caused by the temporary 
warming of parts of the Pa- 
cific that changes weather 
worldwide. 
Back-to-back 
atmospheric rivers began 
drenching California this 
week, 
causing 
flooded 
roads, toppled trees and 
traffic accidents. The sec- 
ond “Pineapple Express” 
called that because the 
plume of moisture stretches 
back across the Pacific to 
near Hawaii was forecast 
to arrive as early as Satur- 
day night and unleash a 
more powerful storm. 
City engineers are looking 
at redesigning piers to with- 
stand bigger surf with a rise 
in sea levels. Others face 
relocation or removal. 
“We are very much in a 
changed 
environment,” 
said Mike Beck, director of 
the Center for Coastal Cli- 
mate Resilience at the Uni- 
versity of California, Santa 
Cruz. “And we’re not going 
to be able to rebuild back 


in the same places and 
in the same ways that we 
did before. We’re going to 
have to think more clearly 
about how we design and 
where we put these.” 
Most piers have undergone 
major repairs after endur- 
ing everything from to fires 
to erosion. But officials say 
they are now being dam- 
aged at an unprecedent- 
ed rate. 
Waves rising to heights 
topping 20-feet (6-meters) 
in late December pum- 
meled the 855-foot-long 
(260.6-meter) 
Capitola 
Wharf in Santa Cruz Coun- 
ty, only months after Pine- 
apple Express-fueled storms 
in January 2023 collapsed 
a large section. The Capi- 
tola Wharf is a pier by nau- 
tical standards since it runs 
perpendicular to the shore, 
versus a traditional wharf 
running parallel. 
San Diego’s Ocean Beach 
pier, a nearly 2,000-foot 
(609.6-meter) 
concrete 
structure built in 1966, has 
been repeatedly battered 
since 2019. The pier was 
still undergoing repairs af- 
ter beatings from high surf 
that closed it twice last 
year when a monster swell 
in January wiped away a 
piling. 
The city is exploring re- 


placing the structure after 
spending more than $1.7 
million in fixes over the past 
five years. It has secured 
$8.4 million in state funds 
for a new one. Among the 
three proposed designs is 
one with interconnected 
pathways, giving it a differ- 
ent look. 
California’s 
state 
park 
service 
demolished 
the 
93-year-old pier at Seaside 
State Beach near Aptos in 
Santa Cruz County after a 
January 2023 storm surge 
smashed it in half. 
Communities are grappling 
with whether they can af- 
ford to keep their piers, 
which will need taller and 
stronger pilings that could 
make their historic look 
more industrial, Beck said. 
But those are tough con- 
versations for many who 
consider the piers almost 
sacred. 
“It’s sometimes a little bit 
of a funny thing here in 
California, the way that we 
love our piers,” he said. 
For generations, the struc- 
tures have provided fami- 
lies, fishers, tourists and 
others a peaceful place 
to experience the ocean 
without getting wet. 
In Ventura, west of Los An- 
geles, the Visitors & Con- 
vention Bureau waxes po- 


etic about the pier built in 
1872 that it calls the city’s 
centerpiece. 
“Walk Ventura’s beaches 
and, in the distance, it wa- 
vers like a child’s match- 
stick project,” the bureau 
states on its website. “Sit on 
the sand at its base (on a 
calm day) and it whispers 
a lovely song any ocean 
(and pier) lover knows.” 
California’s 
oldest 
piers 
served 
steamships 
and 
were lifelines for settlements 
to get lumber, bricks and 
cement with much of the 
coast decades from being 
reached by a railroad. Piers 
were later built for tourism 
like the Santa Monica pier, 
which has an amusement 
park with the world’s first 
solar-powered Ferris Wheel. 
In 
December, 
Ventura’s 
pier already was undergo- 
ing repairs from the January 
2023 storms when the mon- 
ster swell that damaged 
San Diego’s pier around 
New Year’s eve also wiped 
away or damaged 19 pil- 
ings supporting Ventura’s 
pier. 
Rising sea levels from glob- 
al warming is causing the 
waves to be bigger off 
California’s coast, accord- 
ing to research. The coast 
is also seeing some of the 
highest tides of the season. 


“We’re really seeing the 
confluence of all these fac- 
tors coming together. And 
that’s going to keep hap- 
pening,” Beck said. “And 
here in an El Nino year as 
well, we also see increases 
in sea levels, even over and 
above the kinds of increas- 
es that we predict long 
term with sea level rise.” 
During a visit to Capitola 
last year to assess Califor- 
nia’s 
widespread 
storm 
damage, 
President 
Joe 
Biden said global warming 
is challenging rebuilding ef- 
forts. 
Capitola’s Public Works Di- 
rector Jessica Kahn said 
climate change was taken 
into account for its $8 mil- 
lion pier project slated for 
completion this fall. 
“The city went over many 
iterations and different de- 
signs and different tactics 
to make the wharf more re- 
silient and finally settled on 
widening the wharf,” she 
said, adding that the nar- 
row part of the trestle will 
go from three to six pilings. 
The new pilings also will 
have the ability to be raised 
as sea levels go up. 
Kahn said she has no doubt 
it is worth investing millions 
to preserve a relic of the 
past whose sole purpose 
today is for pleasure, given 
the number of memories 
soaked into the wooden 
wharf. 
“When we had our dam- 
age here this past January 
of 2023, you would not be- 
lieve the amount of phone 
calls we got. We got obvi- 
ously from people nearby, 
but from people who come 
here annually, people who 
are out of the country,” she 
said. 
Over 
the 
years, 
Inge 
Jechart has spent time on 
the pier gazing down at 
schools of anchovies be- 
ing chased by seals as birds 
circle overhead. 
As it undergoes repairs, she 
now stands on a bluff to 
watch the crews. 
“I think they’re going to do 
a great job. 
Yes, we’re having stronger 
storms, and the weather is 
changing. q 


Large waves crash along the Southern California coast near the Ventura Pier in Ventura, Calif. on 
Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023. 
Associated Press 


‘Pineapple Expresses’ and rising seas are battering California’s 
piers, threatening iconic landmarks 
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By JUSTIN SPIKE 
Associated Press 
BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — 
A bipartisan group of U.S. 
lawmakers are urging Hun- 
gary to immediately ratify 
Sweden’s application to 
join NATO, saying patience 
with the Central European 
country is “wearing thin” 
as it continues to delay its 
approval for the Nordic na- 
tion. 
Hungary is the only coun- 
try in the 31-nation military 
alliance that hasn’t yet 
backed Sweden’s mem- 
bership bid, and frustration 
has mounted within NATO 
as Budapest has repeated- 
ly pushed back a vote on 
ratification for more than a 
year. 
In a joint statement re- 
leased Thursday, U.S. Sens. 
Jeanne Shaheen, a New 
Hampshire Democrat, and 
Thom Tillis, a North Carolina 
Republican, called on Hun- 
garian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orbán to “advance Swe- 
den’s accession protocols 
to NATO without further de- 
lay,” and said continuing to 
hold up the process would 


harm Budapest’s relations 
with its allies. 
“Despite its numerous prior 
public commitments, Hun- 
gary is the last remaining 
NATO member to have not 
ratified Sweden’s bid and 
both time and patience 


are wearing thin. Hungary’s 
inaction risks irrevocably 
damaging its relationship 
with the United States and 
with NATO,” the senators 
wrote. 
Orbán, 
a 
staunch 
na- 
tionalist that has led Hun- 


gary since 2010, has long 
promised that his country 
wouldn’t be the last NATO 
member to approve Swe- 
den’s application. But as 
Turkey’s parliament voted 
to back Stockholm’s bid in 
January, attention has shift- 


ed to Budapest as NATO 
members seek to expand 
the 
alliance 
amid 
Rus- 
sia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine. 
A vote on the protocols for 
Sweden’s NATO accession 
hasn’t yet appeared on 
the Hungarian parliament’s 
agenda, and the matter is 
unlikely to go before law- 
makers until at least late 
February when the parlia- 
ment reconvenes. 
In a separate statement, 
U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin, a 
Maryland Democrat and 
chair of the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee, 
raised the prospect of im- 
posing sanctions on Hun- 
gary for its conduct, and 
called Orbán “the least reli- 
able member of NATO.” 
Cardin said that the Biden 
administration should ex- 
amine whether Hungary 
should continue to par- 
ticipate in the U.S. Visa 
Waiver Program, which al- 
lows passport holders from 
41 countries to enter the 
United States for business or 
tourism without a visa for up 
to 90 days.q 


By JIM GOMEZ Associated 
Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— The government of Phil- 
ippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. has taken steps 
to to address human rights 
abuses in the country, in- 


cluding the killings of jour- 
nalists and rights activists, 
a U.N. expert said Friday. 
However, more needs to 
be done, she said, includ- 
ing ensuring accountabil- 
ity. The remarks by United 
Nations Special Rappor- 


teur Irene Khan came at 
the end of a nearly two- 
week visit at the invitation 
of the government to as- 
sess rights conditions in the 
Philippines, where she met 
with officials and activists, 
as well as a detained jour- 
nalist. Khan said she under- 
scored the need for the 
Marcos administration to 
seek justice for rights victims 
under his predecessor, Ro- 
drigo Duterte. 
Watchdog groups had de- 
scribed Duterte’s term as 
a “human rights calamity” 
due to widespread viola- 
tions, including the killings 
of thousands of mostly poor 
suspects in a brutal anti- 
drugs crackdown. The In- 
ternational Criminal Court is 
investigating the killings as 
a potential crime against 
humanity. 
“These are all positive sig- 


nals, but they are not suffi- 
cient to turn the page de- 
cisively on the past,” Khan 
said at a news conference 
in Manila. 
“Tackling the grave and 
deep-seated human rights 
problems of the Philippines 
… will require more fun- 
damental and sustained 
reforms and also a clear 
commitment to account- 
ability,” Khan said. 
She cited U.N. figures say- 
ing that at least 81 past 
killings of journalists in the 
Philippines have not been 
investigated and remain 
unresolved. 
With four journalists sepa- 
rately being killed since 
Marcos took office in 2022, 
“the trend remains disturb- 
ing,” she said. The justice 
department in Manila was 
prosecuting 
suspects 
in 
three of the killings and an 


investigation was under- 
way in the fourth case, she 
added. 
“The killing of journalists is 
the most egregious form 
of censorship,” Khan said, 
adding that the Philippines 
“remains 
a 
dangerous 
country for journalists.” 
Khan urged Marcos’ gov- 
ernment to abolish its task 
force overseeing a cam- 
paign to end a decades- 
old communist insurgency, 
one of the longest-running 
in the world, and also ap- 
pealed against the policy 
of “red-tagging,” a prac- 
tice by authorities to link 
activists with armed insur- 
gents. 
Since 1969, the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines 
and its armed wing, the 
New People’s Army, have 
fought successive Philip- 
pine governments.q 


Slovakia’s Prime Minister Robert Fico, right, talks to Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban during 
a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. 
Associated Press 


U.S. lawmakers call on Hungarian leader Viktor Orbán to 
immediately approve Sweden’s NATO membership 


United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion 
and Expression Irene Khan talks during a press conference in 
Mandaluyong, Philippines on Friday Feb. 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


U.N. expert says more needs to be done to address human rights 
abuses in the Philippines 
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By TOM ODULA 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Liq- 
uid petroleum gas cylin- 
ders exploded in an illegal 
depot in a residential area 
of the Kenyan capital, of- 
ficials said Friday, setting 
off a late-night inferno that 
killed at least three people 
and injured 280 others. The 
death toll was expected to 
rise. 
The depot in Nairobi had 
twice been demolished, 
and the owner had been 
found guilty of operating 
an illegal gas refilling busi- 
ness in May, but contin- 
ued to do business, officials 
said. That raised suspicions 
in a country where corrup- 
tion is endemic that bribes 
were paid to ignore the op- 
eration. At least 24 people 
were critically injured, the 
Kenya Red Cross said, af- 
ter a huge fireball erupted 
from the gas depot and 
rapidly 
spread, 
burning 
homes and warehouses. 
Some gas cylinders were 
thrown hundreds of meters 
(yards), sparking separate 
fires in the neighborhood. 
The Petroleum Institute of 
East Africa said a magis- 
trates’ court sentenced the 
owner of the illegal depot 


to a year in prison or a fine 
of $3,076. That was despite 
a precedent set by Kenya’s 
High Court in which those 
found guilty of operating 
an illegal gas facility should 
be sentenced to a mini- 
mum of five years in prison 
or a fine of at least $61,500. 
Despite the law providing 
for mandatory forfeiture, 
the magistrate also re- 
leased all motor vehicles, 
including two liquid petro- 
leum gas tankers, together 


with confiscated LPG that 
had a net weight of 4,660 ki- 
lograms (more than 10,000 
pounds), the PIEA said. 
The institute said one of 
the tankers that was “un- 
procedurally released” was 
involved in the explosions 
and fire that broke out. 
“The proprietor continued 
operating the illegal stor- 
age and refilling facility 
without even the bare mini- 
mum safety standards and 
qualified LPG personnel as 


required by law leading 
to this unfortunate catas- 
trophe which could have 
been avoided should the 
letter and spirit of the law 
have been followed,” it 
said. 
Local 
resident 
Charles 
Mainge said “the govern- 
ment knew this liquid pe- 
troleum gas plant was exist- 
ing in a residential area but 
they did nothing.” 
“They should make sure this 
doesn’t happen again,” he 


said. 
Witnesses said they heard a 
sound they suspected was 
gas leaking before at least 
two explosions and the fire, 
which broke out at around 
11.30 p.m. local time Thurs- 
day. 
Cellphone 
videos 
taken by witnesses showed 
the fireball erupting right 
next to apartment build- 
ings. People were heard 
screaming. 
Many residents were likely 
inside their homes when 
the fire reached their hous- 
es in the Mradi area of the 
Nairobi neighborhood of 
Embakasi, 
government 
spokesman Isaac Mwaura 
said. 
A gas cylinder sent flying 
through the air set off a 
fire that burned down a 
nearby garment and textile 
warehouse, he said. Sever- 
al other vehicles and busi- 
nesses were damaged by 
the blaze. 
At the scene after day- 
break, houses and shops 
were burned out. The roof 
of a four-story residential 
building about 200 meters 
(650 feet) from the scene of 
the explosion was broken 
by another flying gas cylin- 
der. Electrical wiring lay on 
the ground.q 


COPENHAGEN, 
Denmark 
(AP) — Authorities in Nor- 
way issued several land- 
slide and avalanche warn- 
ings for the southern part of 
the country Friday as it con- 
tinued to get hammered 
by bad weather that offi- 
cials said also might close 
roads in the north at short 
notice. 
Flights to and from the air- 
port in the Arctic city of 
Tromsoe resumed Friday 
after some 200 passengers 
had to sleep there due to 
the gale-force winds and 
snow from Norway’s most 
powerful storm since 1992. 
The Norwegian Meteoro- 
logical Institute said strong 


winds still were blowing 
over northern Norway. It 
warned that southern Nor- 
way was forecast to get up 
to 100 millimeters (4 inches) 
of rain within 24 hours. 
The Norwegian Water Re- 
sources and Energy Direc- 
torate issued its highest-lev- 
el avalanche warning for 
most of southern and cen- 
tral Norway for the coming 
days. 
Police in southeastern Nor- 
way reported several ac- 
cidents because of icy sur- 
faces, included a school 
bus that skidded off the 
road. No one was injured. 
The storm, named Ingunn 
by Norwegian meteorolo- 


gists, arrived Wednesday 
and brought gusts of up 
to 180 kilometers per hour 
(112 mph) in some places 
on Thursday. Strong wind, 
rain and snow ripped off 
roofs, 
canceled 
flights 
and left thousands without 
power.Norwegian Meteo- 
rological Institute meteorol- 
ogist Eldbjørg Moxnes told 
Norwegian news agency 
NTB on Friday that while the 
extreme weather Ingunn 
brought was over, “it will still 
not be a calm weekend on 
the weather front.” 
Strong winds and rain are 
also expected in neighbor- 
ing Sweden and Denmark 
over the weekend.q 


A man inspects a gas depot at the scene of an explosion in Nairobi, Kenya, Friday, Feb. 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


A fire set off by a gas explosion in Kenya kills at least 3 people and 
injures 280 others 


Boats in the harbour of Bodø, Northern Norway, during extreme 
weather, Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Norway expects landslides, avalanches and heavy rain after the 
worst storm in over 30 years 
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Aruba hosting a special guest: Saharan dust 


ORANJESTAD – You might 
have noticed since yes- 
terday that Aruba’s usu- 
ally blue, sunny skies are 
covered behind a layer of 
dusty-looking clouds. This 
phenomenon occurs year- 
ly and affects the Carib- 
bean, including the Dutch 
islands of Aruba, Bonaire 
and Curaçao. 


Saharan dust is carried by 
winds from the Sahara Des- 
ert in North Africa all the 
way across the ocean to 
the Caribbean. The Saha- 
ran dust is an aeolian min- 
eral dust from the Sahara 
desert, which is the largest 
hot desert in the world. The 
Sahara is the largest source 
of aeolian dust in the world, 
and is often produced by 
natural processes like wind 
storms, and doesn’t ap- 
pear to be heavily impact- 
ed by human activities. 


Caribbean Weather Watch 
informed this week that 
“the first mass of Saha- 
ran dust of the year has 
reached the eastern Carib- 
bean as well as the ABC is- 
lands. This mass will be more 
prominent this weekend 


before dissipating by early 
next week. The presence of 
the mass is causing whitish 
skies and lower visibility.” 


The dusty air can also 
cause problems for people 


with allergies or respira- 
tory illness, so it is important 
to take this into account. 
Ways to avoid the negative 
effects of the Saharan dust 
include staying indoors and 
limiting exposure.q 


Carnival Schedule 


ORANJESTAD – Carnival is in full-swing in 
Aruba for the next two weeks, which will 
culminate with a weekend of back-to- 
back parades on the streets! Do not miss 
the most important upcoming events. 


Carnival Schedule 


Saturday 03 February: 
Jouvert Morning in San Nicolas starting at 
3am; 
Lighting Parade in Oranjestad starting at 
8pm. 


Sunday 04 February: 
Children’s Parade in San Nicolas starting 
at 2pm; 
Burning of Momito at Aruba Carnival & En- 
tertainment Village starting at 7pm. 


Wednesday 07 February: 


Lighting Parade in San Nicolas starting at 
8pm. 


Friday 09 February: 
School Parade in Oranjestad starting 
10am; 
School Parade in San Nicolas starting 
10am. 


Saturday 10 February: 
Grand Parade in San Nicolas starting at 
11am. 


Sunday 11 February: 
Grand Parade in Oranjestad starting at 
10am; 
Burning of the Momo at Aruba Harbour 
Arena starting at 7pm. 


Monday 12 February: 
Carnival Monday. 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back 
and we would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aru- 
ba to me is ……. Send your 
picture with that text (includ- 
ing your name and where you 
are from) to: news@arubato- 
day.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 


Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission 
to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affili- 
ated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensa- 
tion. Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 


and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every 
day again. 
For today we received a 
lovely message from Tony & 
Linda who are visiting from 
Manhasset, New York. 
They wrote to us saying: 
“Aruba to me is our second 
home! We are here now for 
our 43rd consecutive year! 
We have been here over 
50 times! Over the years we 
have introduced Aruba to 
our family and friends! 


They have all loved the expe- 
rience and have continued 
to comeback! The PEOPLE, 
the WEATHER, and the RES- 
TAURANTS provide everyone 
with a relaxing and enjoyable 
experience!” 
Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers!q 
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Come and experience the Lighting Parade tonight! 


(Oranjestad)—Tonight 
at 
8:00 pm, Aruba will once 
again come together and 
enjoy this year’s edition of 
Lighting Parade in the down 
town area. Starting from the 
Avenida Millo Croes street, 
working its way up to the 
Renaissance Market Place, 
the Lighting Parade includes 
colorful lights, carnival music 
and of course, the carnival 
spirit! 


Brief history of the Aruban 
carnival 
In the 1920’s the first carni- 
val events were organized 
by social clubs that started 
private costume and mas- 
querade parties. The first 
grand parade took place in 
1955, and this year’s carnival 
celebration is an especially 
big one, as it marks the 70th 
anniversary of carnival here 
on the island. For the island- 
ers it is a way to express their 
creativity and break away 
from the daily buzz of life. 
Dancing to the rhythm of 
local soca music while en- 
joying the ambiance of the 
public are some of the ingre- 
dients of this festival. Oran- 
jestad and San Nicolas are 
the stages for this display of 
unique designed costumes, 
amazing ambience and up- 
beat, local music. The festival 
is for everybody accessible 
and safe to visit. 


Since we are reaching the 
end of the carnival season, 
these last few upcoming pa- 
rades are especially impor- 
tant—and are most favored 
by locals. One of them in- 
cludes the Jouvert Morning 
Parade, a unique parade in 
the carnival season, as it only 
includes the participation of 


locals, dancing and singing 
behind a huge truck playing 
Soca music. Jouvert Morning 
took place early this morning 
around 3am till sun rise. 


If you missed it, don’t worry; 
tonight there will be another 
parade to enjoy from: the 
Lighting Parade in Oranjes- 
tad (down town). This year’s 
line-up at the Lighting Pa- 
rade includes nine Carnaval 
groups—TOB, Infinity, Royal, 
Empire, Champagne, Dushi, 
Los Laga Bai, OPC and Co- 
lours—all accompanied by 
parade walkers adorned in 
their beautiful, themed cos- 
tumes, dancing to the sound 
of live Soca music. 


Behind the screens there is 
an enormous organization 
that makes sure that this 
festival runs smoothly. The 
police, inspection depart- 
ment, Red Cross volunteers, 
garbage service and many 
others work day and night 
to make sure that carnival 
is a success. All the trailers 
are being carefully inspect- 
ed before they are allowed 
to participate as well as the 
vehicles that pull them. The 
parades will also include a 
medical emergency stand 
too. After each parade the 
streets are being cleaned 
and road blocks are being 
taken away so next day nor- 
mal traffic flow occurs. The 
several organizations and in- 
stitutions work together with 
the official carnival organiza- 
tion SMAC. 


So bring a chair, your friends 
and family, a few drinks 
and snacks, and be a part 
of what makes the Aruban 
culture so vibrant!q 
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 


NOORD - It is hard to imag- 
ine this happening today, 
but 
years 
ago 
people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, in- 
cluding old cars, and their 
household garbage, which 
of course included lots of 
glass. Over the next 30 
years the pounding waves 
cleaned the beach, by 
breaking down everything 
but glass and pottery. The 
pounding waves washed 
the trash up and down, 
back and forth. Tons of pol- 
ished, broken glass pieces 
were created by the pound- 
ing surf. These smoothened, 
colored glass particles then 
settled along the sea shore 
in millions, and that is why 
you can find these beauti- 
ful and colorful pieces on 
the north shore beaches of 
Aruba. 


Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa- 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 
pieces of sea glass. The sea 


glass that was created is 
the product of a very long 
and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. The name for any 
piece of glass that finds its 
way to the ocean and tum- 
bles around in the water 
long enough is “Sea glass. 


The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora- 
tion, handcrafts and jew- 
elry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 


broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa- 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be- 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 


For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, 
household 
appli- 
ances and even motor 


parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 
beautiful smooth rocks. 


It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have 
potentially 
ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro- 
cesses, the ocean trans- 
formed the trash into the 
sea glass. 
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 


The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 


Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro- 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown 
(Amstel 
& 
Polar 
beer), 
green 
(Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink” 


bottles. 


If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na- 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 
Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor- 
rect our mistakes. 


Funny, 
how 
trash 
can 
change into treasures! 


Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 
people working at the air- 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora- 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! q 
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Episode C -100 Musical Instruments 


We want to start this 100th 
episode by thanking and 
celebrating the opportunity 
that Aruba Today has given 
Etnia Nativa to transmit and 
share culture through our 
weekly space and as in 
any celebration there are 
musical instruments, today 
we want to share with you 
our dear followers and tell 
you regarding one special 
music instrument that oc- 
cupies a special place: 
“Charango”. 


We 
know 
that 
healing 
through sound dates back 
thousands of years and 
those music remediated 
illnesses and revived the 
spirit since sound is a vi- 
bration and everything in 
life is made up of vibrating 
atoms. Depending on the 
instrument we listen to, we 
can be influenced at the 
cellular level by the trans- 
mitted 
vibrations. 
Some 
instruments help us move 
from what are known as 
“beta brain wave pat- 
terns”, or those associated 
with concentration, anxiety 
and struggle, to calmer fre- 
quencies known as “Brain 
waves associated with re- 
laxation (Alpha), medita- 
tion (Theta) and trance-like 
states (Delta). 


Let’s go back to our be- 
loved charango! 


When the Spanish con- 
quistadors came to South 
America, they brought the 
vihuela (an ancestor of the 
classical guitar) with them. 
The charango may have 
evolved from the vihuela, 
bandurria (mandolin), or 
the lute. Experts “charan- 
guistas”, have noted char- 
acteristics of the charango 
in various vihuelas and 
guitars of the 16th centu- 
ry, and maintains that the 
charango is the direct de- 
scendant of the vihuela. 


The charango originated 
from the Quechua and Ay- 
mara peoples, but only af- 
ter the Spanish introduced 
stringed instruments. The 
charango was traditionally 
made with dried armadillo 
shells better known as quir- 
quincho (a very common 
animal in the Andes Moun- 
tains) for the backs and 
wood as front cover for the 
sound box. Even though 
the charango is traditional- 
ly made with the armadillo 
shell, today it is also com- 
mon to made charango’ss 
completely out of wood. 
The charango traditionally 
is used and played in Ecua- 
dor, Bolivia, Chile, Argen- 
tina, and Peru. The cha- 
rango is 66cms (22 inches) 
long and is usually made 
from wood and the shell of 
an armadillo. The charan- 


go typically has 10 strings 
(5 sets of 2 strings strung 
very close together) but 
can have up to 20 strings. 
The first story says that the 
native peoples loved the 
sound of the Vihuela (an 
ancestor of the classic gui- 
tar). However, they lacked 
the knowledge and tech- 
nology to make the vi- 
huela. 


So they made it with what 
they had available (arma- 
dillo shells). Another story 
says that the Spaniards 
prohibited 
natives 
from 
practicing their ancestral 
music, and that the cha- 
rango was a successful at- 
tempt to make a lute that 
could be easily hidden un- 
der a garment such as a 
poncho. It’s believed the 
charango came into its 
present form in the early 
18th century in the city of 
Potosí in the Royal Audi- 
encia of Charcas part of 
the Viceroyalty of Peru (in 
what is present-day Boliv- 
ia), probably from Amerin- 
dian contact with Spanish 
settlers. Because the mod- 
ern countries of Peru and 
Bolivia had not yet been 
established at the time, it 


is difficult to trace the cha- 
rango’s origin to a specific 
country, and the issue re- 


mains highly debated. The 
first published historic infor- 
mation on the charango 
may be that gathered by 
Vega, going back to 1814, 
when a cleric from Tupiza 
documented 
that 
“the 
Indians used with much 
enthusiasm the guitarrillos 
mui fuis… around here in 
the Andes of Bolivia they 
called them Charangos”. 
Curios of the Latin America 
History is when in 1973 Chil- 
ean the top military orga- 
nized a meeting with folk 
musicians where it was ex- 
plained that the traditional 
instruments charango and 
quena were now banned 
and totally prohibit. 


To get to know more over 
Aruba’s and its origins, its 
animals and culture, we 
highly recommend you to 
book your visit for our re- 
nowned cultural encoun- 
ter session has been enter- 
taining curious participants 
for decades. Mail us at et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com to 
confirm your participation. 
Our facilities and activities 
take place close to high 
rise hotels.q 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes. 
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” land- 
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru- 
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the en- 
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc- 
tion to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are stay- 
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc- 
tion, it will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manufac- 
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come 
From? 
There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu- 
nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu- 
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 


the island. This is the usual shallow 
mooring location for ships await- 
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor- 
mal procedure is that they would 
walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in- 
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug- 
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti- 
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 


Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Labora- 
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 
these gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with something in- 
novative for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes- 
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then re- 
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep- 
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 


Speziale, 
requested 
assistance 
from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re- 
finery, graciously sandblasted and 
painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora- 
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
With Apple’s hotly antici- 
pated Vision Pro headset 
hitting store shelves Friday, 
you’re 
probably 
going 
to start to see more peo- 
ple wearing the futuristic 
googles that are supposed 
to usher in the age of “spa- 
tial computing.” 
It’s an esoteric mode of 
technology 
that 
Apple 
executives and their mar- 
keting gurus are trying to 
thrust into the mainstream 
while avoiding other more 
widely used terms such as 
“augmented reality” and 
“virtual reality” to describe 
the transformative powers 
of a product that’s being 
touted as potentially mon- 
umental as the the iPhone 
that came out in 2007. 
“We can’t wait for people 
to experience the mag- 
ic,” Apple CEO Tim Cook 
gushed Thursday while dis- 
cussing the Vision Pro with 
analysts. 
The Vision Pro also will be 
among Apple’s most ex- 
pensive products at $3,500 
a price point that has most 
analysts 
predicting 
the 
company may only sell 1 
million or fewer devices 
during its first year. But Ap- 
ple only sold about 4 mil- 
lion iPhones during that 
device’s first year on the 
market and now sells more 
than 200 million of them an- 
nually, so there is a history 
of what initially appear to 
be a niche product turn- 
ing into something that be- 
comes enmeshed in how 
people live and work. 
If that happens with the 
Vision Pro, references to 
spatial computing could 


become as ingrained in 
modern-day 
vernacular 
as mobile and personal 
computing two previous 
technological 
revolutions 
in technology that Apple 
played an integral role in 
creating.So what is spa- 
tial computing? It’s a way 
to describe the intersec- 
tion between the physical 
world around us and a vir- 
tual world fabricated by 
technology while enabling 
humans and machines to 
harmoniously 
manipulate 
objects and spaces. Ac- 
complishing these tasks of- 
ten incorporates elements 
of augmented reality, or 
AR, and artificial intelli- 
gence, or AI two subsets of 
technology that are help- 
ing to make spatial com- 
puting happen, said Cathy 
Hackl, a long-time industry 
consultant who is now run- 
ning a startup working on 
apps for the Vision Pro. 
“This is a pivotal moment,” 
Hackl said. “Spatial com- 
puting will enable devices 
to understand the world 
in ways they never have 
been able to do before. It 


The Apple Vision Pro headset is displayed in a showroom on the 
Apple campus after it’s unveiling on June 5, 2023, in Cupertino, 
Calif. 
Associated Press 


Why Apple is pushing the term ‘spatial 
computing’ along with its new Vision 
Pro headset 


is going to change human 
to computer interaction, 
and eventually every inter- 
face whether it’s a car or 
a watch will become spa- 
tial computing devices.” 
In a sign of the excitement 
surrounding the Vision Pro, 
more than 600 newly de- 
signed apps will be avail- 
able to use on the headset 
right away, according to 
Apple. The range of apps 
will include a wide selec- 
tion of television networks, 
video 
streaming 
servic- 
es (although Netflix and 
Google’s YouTube are no- 
tably absent from the list) 
video games and various 
educational options. On 
the work side of things, vid- 
eoconferencing 
service 
Zoom and other compa- 
nies that provide online 
meeting tools have built 
apps for the Vision Pro, too. 
But the Vision Pro could ex- 
pose yet another disturb- 
ing side of technology if 
its use of spatial comput- 
ing is so compelling that 
people start seeing the 
world differently when they 
aren’t wearing the head- 
set and start to believe life 
is far more interesting when 
seen through through the 
goggles. 
That scenario could worsen 
the screen addictions that 
have become endemic 
since the iPhone’s debut 
and deepen the isolation 
that digital dependence 
tends to cultivate.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Central : tel. 585 1965 
Aloe: 
tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


American Heart Associa- 
tion News 
Having a stroke may triple 
a person’s risk for develop- 
ing dementia within the fol- 
lowing year, new research 
finds. 
And while that risk begins 
to drop after the first 12 
months, it remains elevat- 
ed for up to 20 years, ac- 
cording to findings to be 
presented next week at the 
American Stroke Associa- 
tion’s International Stroke 
Conference 
in 
Phoenix. 
The research is considered 
preliminary until full results 
are published in a peer- 
reviewed journal. 
“Our findings show that 
stroke survivors are unique- 
ly susceptible to demen- 
tia,” lead researcher Dr. 
Raed Joundi said in a news 
release. Joundi is an assis- 
tant professor at McMas- 
ter University in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, and an 
investigator at the Popu- 
lation Health Research In- 
stitute, a joint institute of 
McMaster University and 
Hamilton Health Sciences. 
Roughly 610,000 people ex- 
perience a first stroke each 
year, while 185,000 more 
have 
recurrent 
strokes, 
according to the Ameri- 
can Heart Association. The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates 
roughly 7 million people 65 
and older in the U.S. had 
dementia in 2014, which 
could increase to nearly 14 


Dementia risk may nearly triple in first year after a stroke. 
Associated Press 


Dementia risk may nearly triple in first year after a 
stroke 


million by 2060. 
To determine post-stroke 
dementia risk, researchers 
analyzed data from hos- 
pital admissions, emergen- 
cy department visits and 
pharmacies 
prescribing 
medications for dementia 
across Ontario. They iden- 
tified 180,940 people who 
recently had either an 
ischemic stroke, caused 
by a blood clot, or one 
caused by bleeding in the 
brain, called an intrace- 
rebral hemorrhage. They 
matched the survivors to 
two control groups people 
in the general population 
who had neither a heart 
attack nor a stroke, and 
those who had had a heart 
attack but not a stroke. 
They tracked new cases of 
dementia in all groups for 
up to 20 years. 


Over an average follow- 
up of almost six years, 
nearly 19% of people who 
had strokes developed de- 
mentia. Compared to the 
general population, de- 
mentia risk was 80% higher 
among those who had a 
stroke, with the risk jump- 
ing to nearly 150% higher in 
those who had a bleeding 


stroke. Risk was nearly 80% 
higher in stroke survivors 
compared to heart attack 
survivors. The risk of devel- 
oping dementia was high- 
est in the year immediately 
following a stroke. During 
the first 12 months, stroke 
survivors faced a nearly 
threefold 
increased 
risk 
for dementia, compared 
to their peers who did not 
have strokes. q 
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COOPERSTOWN, N.Y. (AP) 
— Adrián Beltré will have 
a Texas Rangers’ logo on 
his baseball Hall of Fame 
plaque and Jim Leyland 
will not have any team em- 
blem. 
The hall made the an- 
nouncement 
Friday, 
10 
days after Beltré was elect- 
ed by the Baseball Writers’ 
Association 
of 
America. 
Leyland was elected in 
December by the contem- 
porary era committee for 
managers, executives and 
umpires. 
“I am grateful for the time I 
spent with all of my teams 
during my career,” Beltré 
said in a statement issued 
by the hall. “Looking back, 
I played more years in 
Texas than anywhere else 
and I believe my time with 


the Rangers represents the 
peak of my career, indi- 
vidually and from a team 
standpoint. But I could not 
have made this journey to 


Cooperstown without the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, Se- 
attle Mariners, Boston Red 
Sox, and their fans, and I 
am proud that each of the 


teams I played with will be 
listed on my Hall of Fame 
plaque.” 
The decision on the logo 
was taken over by the hall 
ahead of the 2002 vote. 
This year’s other two induct- 
ees spent their entire major 
league careers with one 
team: Minnesota catcher 
Joe Mauer and Colorado 
third baseman Todd Hel- 
ton. 
Inductions will take place 
July 31. 
Beltré, 44, hit .286 with 477 
homers, 1,707 RBIs and 
3,166 hits for four teams 
over 21 seasons. The third 
baseman spent eight sea- 
sons with Texas (2011-18), 
seven with the Los Angeles 
Dodgers (1998-2004), five 
with Seattle (2005-09) and 
one with Boston (2010). 


Leyland, 79, led the Florida 
Marlins to a World Series 
title in 1997 and won 1,769 
regular-season games over 
22 seasons. He managed 
the Pirates for 11 seasons 
(1986-96), Florida for two 
(1997-98), Colorado for one 
(1999) and Detroit for eight 
(2006-13). 
“I will always appreciate 
the teams that gave me 
the opportunity to be their 
major league manager,” 
Leyland said in a statement 
issued by the hall. “We 
had some great moments 
with every one of those 
ballclubs, and I’m proud 
that they all will be men- 
tioned on my Hall of Fame 
plaque. I want to make 
sure I show each of those 
teams respect, and this 
does that.”q 


Newly elected Baseball Hall of Fame inductee Adrián Beltré 
talks with reporters during a news conference Thursday, Jan. 
25, 2024, in Cooperstown, N.Y. 
Associated Press 


Adrian Beltré to have Rangers logo on baseball Hall of Fame 
plaque 


By JOE REEDY AP Sports 
Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
Los Angeles Kings fired 
coach Todd McLellan on 
Friday and named Jim Hill- 
er the interim coach for the 
rest of the season. 
“We want to thank Todd for 
his hard work and dedica- 
tion to the organization,” 
vice president and general 
manager Rob Blake said in 
a statement. “He has done 
a tremendous job in mov- 
ing us forward and making 
a positive impact on our 
group and in our commu- 
nity. This was not an easy 
decision, but we felt the 
change was necessary at 
this time. 
Jim is a well-respected 
member of our staff who 
is familiar with our play- 
ers. We are confident in his 
ability to lead our team ef- 
fectively during this pivotal 
time.” 
Los Angeles went into the 
All-Star break with the first 
wild-card spot in the West- 
ern Conference, but only 
four points from falling out 
of a playoff spot. 
The Kings had a 20-7-4 start 


to the season, with the 44 
points tied for the most 
in team history after 31 
games. Since Dec. 28, they 
have gone 3-8-6. The three 
wins are tied for fewest in 
the league in that span 
and the 12 points are tied 
for the fifth worst. 
McLellan had seemed re- 


lieved that the Kings went 
into the break with a 4-2 win 
over Nashville on Wednes- 
day. 
“We still have a long way to 
go get our game back, but 
to go into the break feeling 
a little bit good about our- 
selves is a real good thing,” 
he said after the game. 


A big reason for the Kings’ 
recent slump is lack of of- 
fense. They are averaging 
just 2.35 goals per game in 
their last 17 outings, third- 
worst in the league. 
Hiller will be tasked with 
turning around a team 
whose top two offseason 
acquisitions 
have 
been 


disappointing. Pierre Luc- 
Dubois was acquired from 
Winnipeg but has been 
shuffled up and down the 
four scoring lines and has 
only 10 goals and 20 points 
in 47 games. 
Goaltender and free-agent 
signing Cam Talbot is the 
Kings’ representative at the 
All-Star Game, but is 0-7-3 
with a 3.86 goals-against 
average in his last 10 starts. 
Los Angeles has not won a 
playoff series since winning 
its second Stanley Cup in 
2014. Captain Anze Kopitar 
is signed through the 2025- 
26 season, but is 36 years 
old. 
Defenseman 
Drew 
Doughty, another franchise 
stalwart, has his contract 
run through 2026-27. 
While the Kings are one 
of the league’s best road 
teams they won an NHL- 
record 11 straight away 
from Los Angeles to start 
the season they are one 
of the worst at home. Their 
22 points in 23 games on 
home ice is tied for fourth- 
worst in the league. 
McLellan was in his fifth 
season behind the Kings’ 
bench. q 


Los Angeles Kings head coach Todd McLellan gestures during the third period of an NHL hockey 
game against the Winnipeg Jets Thursday, Oct. 27, 2022, in Los Angeles. 
Associated Press 


Los Angeles Kings fire Todd McLellan, name Jim Hiller the interim 
coach for the rest of the season 
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By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Bill Belichick has won more 
Super 
Bowls 
than 
any 
coach and more games 
than everyone except Don 
Shula. 
Still, he didn’t land a new 
job. 
An iconic coach who built 
a two-decade dynasty in 
New England and teamed 
with Tom Brady to lead the 
Patriots to six champion- 
ships somehow got shut out 
in a hiring cycle that started 
with eight openings. 
“I was surprised. I thought 
there would be quite a bit 
of interest in someone who 
has won that much and is 
available,” Hall of Fame 
coach Tony Dungy told the 
AP. “Coach Belichick is ob- 
viously a legend and a win- 
ner.” 
The last opening was filled 
Thursday when Washing- 
ton turned to Dan Quinn, 
whose team blew a 28-3 
lead against Belichick sev- 
en years ago as Brady led 
the Patriots to a 34-28 vic- 
tory over the Atlanta Fal- 
cons in the greatest Super 
Bowl comeback in league 
history. 
Belichick interviewed twice 
with Atlanta after parting 
from the Patriots but the 
Falcons hired Raheem Mor- 
ris, who is 21-38 as a head 
coach. 


One theory why Belichick 
didn’t get hired is that he 
still wants full control over 
personnel 
decisions 
like 
Patriots owner Robert Kraft 
gave him in New England 
after he won his third Super 
Bowl. 
Belichick said in his depar- 
ture from the Patriots that 
he was open to a more 
traditional 
front-office 
structure in which a gen- 
eral manager had final say. 
But a person informed of 
Belichick’s discussions with 


the Falcons told the AP he 
still wanted full control. The 
person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
conversations were private. 
“Things are changing in 
the NFL,” said ESPN analyst 
Tedy Bruschi, who was a 
Pro Bowl linebacker in New 
England under Belichick. 
“There’s more talk about 
ownership and collabora- 
tion. It’s becoming more 
organic where everybody 
is involved and everyone’s 
voice is heard. I don’t 


know if you can win foot- 
ball games that way, hon- 
estly. Eventually, the head 
coach has to be able to 
say: ‘I hear ya but this is 
the way we’re gonna go.’ 
I haven’t talked to Bill re- 
cently but Bill’s track record 
is great enough of not only 
picking players and win- 
ning games and winning 
championships.” 
Bruschi pointed out that 
criticism of Belichick as a 
GM focuses on recent draft 
failures while ignoring the 


fact he picked and devel- 
oped many star players 
who were integral to New 
England’s unprecedented 
run of success. 
Belichick drafted guys like 
Hall of Famer Richard Sey- 
mour, future Hall of Famer 
Rob Gronkowski, Dont’a 
Hightower, Devin McCour- 
ty, Vince Wilfork, Julian 
Edelman, Asante Samuel, 
Logan Mankins, Stephen 
Gostkowski, new Patriots 
coach Jerod Mayo and 
others. Of course, there 
was Brady, picked in the 
sixth round in 2000. 
“This man still knows how to 
win, how to win a lot and 
how to win for a long time 
so I don’t know how he 
doesn’t have a job,” Brus- 
chi said. 
Another 
knock 
against 
Belichick is his losing record 
without Brady. 
The Patriots were 28-39 
over the past four seasons 
after Brady went to Tampa 
Bay, won a Super Bowl and 
eventually retired. Over- 
all, Belichick is 84-103 with 
only one playoff win with- 
out Brady over 29 seasons, 
including five in Cleveland. 
“I don’t think there’s any 
question about what he 
would bring to the table 
and the benefit you would 
get from that kind of spark. 
He’s going to win,” Dungy 
said.q 


Bill Belichick was passed over this coaching cycle but don’t count 
his career over yet 


Former New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick faces reporters during an NFL football 
news conference, Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass., to announce that he has 
agreed to part ways with the team. 
Associated Press 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Tampa Bay’s Baker Mayfield beat Houston’s C.J. Stroud in the 
Precision Passing skills challenge, helping the NFC build a 12-6 lead over the AFC on the 
opening night of the 2024 Pro Bowl Games. 
The made-for-TV Pro Bowl Skills Show, aired Thursday night from a fieldhouse on the 
campus of the University of Central Florida, kicked off two days of competition that cul- 
minates Sunday with a seven-on-seven flag football game at Camping World Stadium. 
It’s the second year for a revamped format that replaced the traditional Pro Bowl tackle 
football game last winter in Las Vegas. Opening night skills winners each earned three 
points that count toward their team’s overall score. 
Mayfield, a finalist for AP Comeback Player of the Year after leading the Buccaneers 
to their third consecutive NFC South division title, edged Philadelphia’s Jalen Hurts and 
Geno Smith of the Seattle Seahawks for the right to face Stroud in the precision passing 
final. 
Stroud, who led the Texans to the AFC South championship as a rookie, advanced over 
Miami’s Tua Tagovailoa and Gardner Minshew of the Indianapolis Colts. 
The NFC also posted wins in the Closest To The Pin golf accuracy challenge, Dodgeball 
and Snap Shots, which featured centers and long snappers aiming at targets. 
The AFC picked up points by winning one of two Dodgeball games and also prevailing 
in High Stakes, which required players to catch punts from a JUGS machine.q 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Baker Mayfield reacts 
during the second half of an NFL wild-card playoff football 
game against the Philadelphia Eagles, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024, 
in Tampa, Fla. 
Associated Press 


Baker Mayfield helps NFC to early lead over AFC in revamped Pro 
Bowl Games 


